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Rep. Ed Towns can’t understand all the fuss about one of his Brooklyn district offices.

Our Alison Gendar reports:

His digs at 186 Joralemon St. lie just outside his 10th Congressional District, in Rep. Yvette Clarke’s turf, as City Hall newspaper noted this week.

“We’re going through redistricting now. Maybe they’ll pull the lines around this building. It's only a half a block out. Maybe they’ll even do that favor for me,” the 15-term incumbent joked.

The downtown Brooklyn property is listed to Joralemon Associates LLC, and managed by the Joseph P. Day Realty Corp.

The realty corporation has given some $11,000 to both Republican and Democratic politicians since 2002, but didn’t kick in anything to Towns' campaign until July, 2008. Since then, the realty corp. has given Towns’ re-election efforts $3,250, campaign records show.

Barry Jacobson, listed as the realty corporation’s executive officer, kicked in $500 toward Towns campaigns since 2009.

Joralemon Associates, which lists Joseph Day’s CEO Richard Fabricant as its agent, contributed $250 to Towns in April 2008.

“The owner -- I wouldn’t even know him if he walked in here now,” Towns said, though he thought the real estate agent had attended several of his fund-raising golf outings.

Towns’ staff said he has rented the 11th floor offices in Brooklyn Heights for about four years, after getting approval from the Committee on House Administration to locate outside the district.

Towns said budget cuts forced him to scale back from three district offices to two, and the Joralemon location offered more space and easy access via public transportation. The closed Court Street office was also out of the district, he noted.

Jacobson and the realty corporation did not return a request for comment.

The monthly rent for the Joralemon rose form $8,750 in July 2009, to $9,293 by July, 2011, a 6.2% hike, according to congressional records. Meanwhile the monthly rent at their Flatlands district office has held steady at $4,000 a month during the same time period, records showed.

“A 6.2% increase over two years? That’s not bad,” Towns said, and credited his chief of staff for thrifty negotiations. “He’s done a good job.”
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